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Thursday, April 22 

Vaccination and Returning  
to Campus Update 

 
 
Hello San Mateo education and child care community, 

Now that vaccinations are open for all residents, schools are promoting vaccines for their older 
students. High school leaders believe that youth vaccinations will help make schools even safer 
this fall and are seeking avenues for expanding vaccinations to their students. With sports and 
warm weather activities ramping up and as schools and the economy open up further, it is 
becoming more important to get teens vaccinated.  

Vaccination of youth is not only supported but recommended by doctors and health 
organizations. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) “urges all eligible adults and teens to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine as soon as it is available to them. The AAP highlights the safety 
and effectiveness of the vaccine while pushing for clinical trials to include younger children as 
an urgent next step toward ending the spread of the virus.” 

Currently, youth 16 and older may receive the Pfizer vaccine. The other vaccines are not yet 
approved for those under 18 years. However, Moderna is conducting studies of its vaccine and 
expects to have it available for older teens this summer, while Pfizer is aiming to vaccinate 
children as young as 12 this summer. 

SMCOE is working with San Mateo County Health to explore options for expediting vaccinations 
for youth. In the meantime, there are a variety of options students can pursue to receive 
vaccinations. We urge students and parents to learn about these options to check these sites 
regularly as appointment opportunities grow. It is also important to note that minors need to 
have a parent/guardian present for the appointment. Here are some options to explore: 
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• Start with your healthcare provider. Kaiser, PAMF, and other providers will continue to 
receive vaccine and expand vaccinations to all those who are eligible. Pediatricians 
would love a visit from their teen patients! 

• Some providers, including Stanford Health, are vaccinating people outside of their 
system. Stanford has a vaccination clinic in Redwood City. You can create an account 
here. 

• Stanford Health also has two mass vaccination clinics - one in San Jose at 350 Tasman 
and another at the Alameda County Fairground. Additional clinics are expected soon. 

• MyTurn, the State’s vaccination registration site, continues to post new appointments 
throughout each day.  

• Check with your local pharmacy. Pharmacies often receive shipments directly from the 
federal government. Just remember to check the vaccine brand in advance; youth can 
only receive the Pfizer vaccine. 

• Some local organizations, especially in communities with low vaccination rates, have set 
up vaccination clinics for their community members. Reach out to your city to explore 
whether there is a clinic near your home. 

Vaccinations are another safety layer for schools, and we are intent on vaccinating our county’s 
eligible teens as quickly and efficiently as possible. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nancy Magee 
San Mateo County Superintendent of Schools 


